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The Desire for Qualities. Stanley M. Bligh. London and New York: 

Henry Frowde. 1911. Pp. 322. 

The student of the social sciences is apt to feel a vague dissatisfaction 
with their abstract character as they are ordinarily presented to him. 
They give him, to be sure, a sufficiently rational and coherent explanation 
of social phenomena, but he constantly finds himself asking: "What of 
it ? What do these happy and true generalizations point to in the way of 
actual control of social forces in the direction that I see to be good and 
desirable ? " In other words, he wants an applied social science, and the 
opportunity of deducing from its applications what we are apt to call, in 
a phrase so useful and just that it bids fair soon to degenerate into mere 
cant, a philosophy of life. It is pleasant therefore to find a psychologist 
who also feels this need, and is willing to break the ground towards out- 
lining the bearings of the most modern psychological and sociological sci- 
ence on the moulding of the human personality. 

In this extraordinarily suggestive little book, " The Desire for Quali- 
ties " the author suggests a new science, which he calls directive psychol- 
ogy. This science, by studying and analyzing those more subtle reactions 
of human personality to social stimuli which the social sciences ignore, 
will be able to give practical and advisory aid in the formation of some 
such philosophy of life as he defines to be " a connected theory as to what 
qualities of personality are worth the trouble necessary for their attain- 
ment." He seems justified in assuming, as he has explained in another 
book, — " The Direction of Desire " — that a more frank and general curi- 
osity about the rich variations of human personality, and recognition of 
the absorbing interest in life which such a curiosity brings, will free intro- 
spection and self-consciousness of that morbidity with which false social 
standards have tainted them. The qualitative psychologist will collect a 
sort of memoria technica of thought and behavior that will enable him to 
act as expert adviser to those afflicted with the minor ailments of the soul 
or to those who are living a spiritual life at a low and uninteresting level. 
He will contrive methods by which the paths of individual improvement 
may be made easier, discover what ideals are suited to individual tempera- 
ments, and, in short, learn the art of conferring psychological benefits. 
His aim will be the enrichment of personality, and he will study the art 
of supplying stimulus and of discovering latent capacities of happiness 
and new potentialities of character by a dispassionate study of the reac- 
tion of different types of personality to ideas and ideals, and of ways in 
which sympathies and affinities can best be awakened and sustained. By 
helping men to a proper knowledge of their aims and by teaching them 
how to work most intensively and effectively in attaining them, this quali- 
tative psychology can render large services to men. It can teach them by 
psychological methods to effect an improvement in their own characters 
and in those of others and solve the problem of how their desires may be 
most profitably directed. 

This necessarily generalized outline of the theory gives no conception 
of the vigor and charm of the writer's argument, of his extraordinary in- 
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sight into human nature, and his grip on the realities of life. The book 
is full of passages of comment on modern ideals and social standards that 
are penetrating and original. It is a demonstration that analysis of the 
qualitative side of life is possible without descending to symbolism or the 
vagaries of "New Thoughtism." The style has much the same happy 
combination of scientific validity, personal interest, and grip on the prac- 
ticalities of common experience that make the works of William James 
so tremendously appealing. Fortunate indeed is a new branch of social 
science with such an expositor! 

E. S. Bourne. 
Columbia College. 
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ARCHIV FITE GESCHICHTE DEE PHILOSOPHIE, Band 25, 
Heft 3. April, 1912. Aristophanischer und geschichtlicher Sokrates — III. 
(pp. 251-2Y4) : H. Rock. - It is more probable that Aristophanes's carica- 
ture "hits off" pretty well the historical Socrates, than that the genial 
figure portrayed by Plato and Xenophon should have excited the intense 
animosity of the satirists of the period. War Heraclit " Empiriker " f 
(pp. 275-304) : W. Nestle. - A vigorous rejection of E. Low's revolution- 
ary efforts to show that in the term Name (onoma) Heracleitus defended 
the empirical standpoint against the rationalistic doctrine centered in the 
Parminidean concept, logos. Die kosmogonsichen Elemente in der Natur- 
philosophie des Thales (pp. 304-331) : J. Dorfler. - The relation of 
Thales's doctrine to the theogonies and cosmogonies before and after him, 
especially to the Orphic tradition. Philosophiegeschichtliche Arbeit in 
Polen von Anfang 1910 bis Mitte 1911 (pp. 332-344) : J. Halpern. - Promi- 
nence is given to the influence of W. James on Polish philosophy (p. 339). 
Jahresbericht : Einige wichtigere Erscheinungen der deutschen Literatur 
uber die Sokratische, Platonische und Aristotelische Philosophie 1905- 
1908 (pp. 346-356) : H. Gomperz. - Most space is given to W. Kinkel's 
Geschichte der Philosophie, Zweiter Teil, who is accused of making the 
Socratic philosophers say what he thinks they should have said. Bezen- 
sionen (pp. 357-372) : W. Schultz, Dokumente der Gnosis : B. Jordan. 
Guttmann, Kant's Begriff der objectiven Erkenntnis: B. Jordan. O. 
Apelt, Platon's Dialog Theatet: E. Philippson. Th. Ruyssen, Schopen- 
hauer: E. Brehier. O. Hamelin, Le systeme de Descartes: E. Brehier. 
E. Boutroux, "William James: E. Brehier. Erklarung, Josef Popper 
(Lynkeus) betreffend. Die neueste Erscheinungen. Historische Abhand- 
lungen in den Zeitschriften. Zur Besprechung eingegangene Werke. 

EEVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE. June, 1912. II y a une biologic genSr- 
ale (pp. 561-582) : F. Le Dantec. - Biology exists as a deductive science, 
i. e., a science with established principles suitable to furnish bases for 
reasonings. La conscience collective et le bien obligatoire (pp. 583-609) : 
A. Bauer. - Knowledge of the morally good is obtained from observation 



